TWO  DIARISTS                      257

66 Thus ends the year," Pepys concludes " with
?reat mirth to me and my wife." Most years ended
well for him, we are glad to remember. It is particu-
larly unfair to make extracts from Pepys' diary, be-
cause half the pleasure of reading him is to follow his
changes of mood. In the course of a few days he is
" very merry," " very angry " about some underdone
mutton, very much worried about the King's beha-
viour, or contentedly sitting in his office " practising
arithmetique." There we may well leave him; but,
once we have really made his acquaintance, Samuel
Pepys, that "ingenious and knowing person," is a
friend we will not willingly lose.
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